CHAPTER II
" THE POOR FELLOW-SOLDIERS OF JESUS CHRIST*"
ONE effect of the influx of the Westerners into Palestine was
to show the need for a place where they could be received
in sickness and relieved in poverty. Centuries before the
Crusades, a house had been founded in Jerusalem by the
Italian merchants of Amalfi for the use of Christian pilgrims
and traders, but the establishment was much too small to cater
for the crowds who came to the Holy City after its capture
by the Crusaders. At the end of their journey across Asia
Minor, many of these pilgrims reached Jerusalem worn out
with hardship or disease, or suffering from wounds received
in conflict with the Moslems. Many others had lost or
spent all their possessions and were penniless when they came
to their goal.
Gerard, a knight of Provence, set himself to the task of
building up an organisation to serve poor and sick pilgrims.
His efforts resulted in the foundation of the great hospital,
named after St. John the Compassionate, a Patriarch of
Alexandria. The Hospital of St. John was served by men
who had taken the triple vows to the Church of obedience,
chastity and poverty, had sworn to devote themselves to the
ailing and the needy, to live on the plainest of food, and to
renounce all worldly pleasures. For more than three
generations the fraternity had no other aims and carried out
its vows nobly. To the pilgrims the Hospitallers gave wine
and the finest bread, while they permitted themselves only
the coarsest of fare and drank nothing but water, John of
Wurzburg states that when he visited Jerusalem two
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